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It’s no secret that speakers and the listening room interact in sig-
nificant ways. Treating a room is one way to combat acoustic anom-
alies. JBL takes another route, at least with the low end: with its
Linear Spatial Reference technology that began with the 6300
Series of monitor speakers (reviewed September 2005), and now
continues with the 4300 Series discussed here, JBL offers a way to
rectify low-frequency anomalies from within the speakers, by adjust-
ing their frequency response in reaction to the room’s acoustic iden-
tity. The 4300 series is geared towards the personal studio, the post
room, and many more applications. Sounds intriguing? Let’s take a
look and a listen.

The 4300 Series has three speaker models: the 6" woofer
LSR4326P, the 8" woofer LSR4328P, and the LSR4312SP 12" sub-
woofer. All models incorporate the control features I'll describe
below; | evaluated a pair of the LSR4328P speakers in this review,
without the sub.
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The cabinet

The LSR4328P’s cabinet is about as large as a typical
single-room personal studio will acommodate for typical
nearfield use: 17 */4" x 10.5" x 10.6". At 32.5 Ibs. it’s
quite hefty, but moving it about is made easy by JBLs
thoughtful inclusion of recessed handles on the sides.

The look of the fascia is traditional from the top down: a

1-inch tweeter sitting in a waveguide above the woofer.
There are no grilles. It’s below the woofer, in a row across
almost the entire width of the cabinet, where the fun starts:
An illuminated JBL logo, then a strip of LEDs above 8 lit
pushbuttons, plus a pair of + buttons.
The upper two thirds of the rear are taken up by a
substantial heat sink, encircling a port opening
with a 4" diameter. The sink barely felt warm
after many hours of operation, admittedly at
sane levels of roughly 85 dB max. SPL at the
. listening position. Below the heat sink is a
-~ panel jam-packed with I/O and control fea-
tures (see below).

The LF amp is stated as 150W, the HF as 70W. The
crossover frequency is 2.2 kHz. Positioning is recommend-
ed in the usual common-sense locations—as an equilateral
triangle with the listener’s head, tweeters at ear level,
preferably away from boundaries and reflective surfaces.

Rear panel

The expected connectors: 3-prong IEC for power, and
separate balanced XLR and '/2" jacks for analog audio
input at line level (not to be connected concurrently), with
a two-position in-out switch for sensitivity selection: -10
dBV (“out”) and +4 dBu (“in”).

The less expected connectors: Two XLR (AES/EBU) and two
RCA/phono (S/PDIF) connectors for digital audio in and out.

The “what-the-heck-are-these?” connectors: Two identical
RJ45 (CAT5 Ethernet) connectors, labelled (Harman)
HiQnet; a USB connector; and a */s" socket for the cali-
bration microphone that we’ll describe in a moment.

Eight DIP switches and five LEDs to identify the currently
active input complete the rear.
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